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1. Is it wrong to have doubts about God?

God wants us to believe in him. He wants us to place our faith in him and believe he has our
best interest at heart. So is it wrong to have some doubts creep in—doubts over what God
has to say about what he has commanded in the Bible or how we are to live out the
Christian life?
The faith of the great John the Baptist seemed to waver when he was imprisoned and
things were looking grim. He sent his followers to ask Jesus, “Are you the Messiah we’ve
been expecting, or should we keep looking for someone else?” (Matthew 11:3).

Remember this is the man who had said, “I testify that he [Jesus] is the Chosen One of God”
(John 1:33). But after John was thrown into prison he must have wondered why Jesus
wasn’t coming to rescue him. Like many of us do when faced with difficulties, John the
Baptist experienced doubts.

When other disciples of Jesus were questioning who he actually was, he told them to
“believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of the
work you have seen me do” (John 14:11). Jesus wasn’t put off because his followers had
some doubts or wanted some proof. He appealed to evidence to establish that he was who
he claimed to be. God wants our faith in him to be assured and become deepened by our
convictions. And having some uncertainties at times isn’t necessarily wrong. Like John the
Baptist, we sometimes lack suf�icient evidence to support our faith. And so, seeking to
know why we believe what we believe can strengthen our faith and is by no means wrong.
Many of our doubts can be put aside as our faith becomes more intelligent about the
evidences—knowing why we believe. But the evidences are not limited to things like
Christ’s resurrection, his deity, the reliability of Scripture, and so on. There are also
evidences about God’s character and nature that will support our faith and remove our
doubts.

A man came to Jesus hoping Jesus could heal his son. The man said, “Have mercy on us and
help us, if you can.“ ”What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a
person believes.” The father instantly cried out, “I do believe, but help me overcome my
unbelief!” (Mark 9:22-24).

This man had faith, but he wanted help from Jesus not to doubt that the Master would heal
his son. This father had probably heard stories of the miracle-working teacher. He may
have personally known the blind man who got his sight back because of Jesus. He may have
had a neighbor who was among the thousands who were fed by the �ive loaves of bread and
two fish that Jesus blessed. So the man no doubt believed Jesus had the power to heal his
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son, but the big question for him was, Will Jesus care enough to heal my son?
Sometimes our doubts revolve around our faith in God’s nature and compassion. Does he
care enough about me to heal my child? Does he want to meet my material needs? Will he
keep me safe? It is important to know the evidences of his caring heart to help remove our
doubts.
Jesus was once taking a nap on a boat while crossing the Sea of Galilee with his disciples. A
fierce storm came through and the disciples thought they were going to drown, so they
woke Jesus up. He rebuked the foul weather and stopped the storm. “Then he asked them,
‘Where is your faith?’” (Luke 8:25). It appears the storm is what occupied his disciples’
minds and emotions. And that kept them from trusting their situation to Jesus. Of course he
wanted them to believe he was the One who had the power to calm the storm and who
cared enough to keep them safe. He wanted them to have faith in him.
Jesus also told his disciples not to worry about their need for food and clothing. He said God
took care of the birds and the flowers and “he will certainly care for you. Why do you have
so little faith?” (Luke 12:28). Again, Jesus wanted his followers to focus on the caring and
providing nature of his heart. Yet the worries of life and all its insecurities could easily
cause them to doubt. They can cause us to doubt too.
Placing our focus on the providing and protecting nature of God’s heart allows us to follow
Peter’s admonition to “Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about what
happens to you” (1 Peter 5:7). The future is unknown and our lives are full of uncertainty
and insecurity. And while it is in our nature to question how things are going to turn out,
when we add the knowledge or evidence of the caring heart of God to our faith, our doubts
can be removed. So while it may not be wrong to have some doubts about God, he wants to
remove them so we can trust him for whatever comes our way.
2. Is there any kind of proof that God exists?
The majority of people in America and around the world believe there is a God. When asked
for good reasons why they believe that, many simply say, “A beautiful and exquisitely
crafted world like this couldn’t have come into being by chance.” And they are right. But
how do you formulate that intuitive answer into an argument or proof that God actually
exists?
The Scripture says, “Ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and the
sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal
power and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). God doesn’t have to materialize to prove his
existence—his invisible qualities are here and they do provide sufficient proof that he
exists.
Everything Fits
I (Sean) grew up in the mountain town of Julian, California. I have always enjoyed walking
Top Ten FAQs about God

2

the mountain trails and hiking in the woods. I have introduced my young children to
exploring the forests.
Let’s assume I’m out hiking with my son Scottie. About two hours into our hike Scottie says,
“Dad, I’m getting tired. And I’m thirsty.” Right then we catch sight of what looks like a
structure through the trees. As we approach, we see a picture-perfect cabin in the middle of
the woods. The door has been left wide open.
Scottie and I make our way into the cabin. To our amazement my favorite music is playing.
Scottie’s favorite Wii video game appears on the TV screen. We see a sign on the
refrigerator that says, Favorite Drinks Inside. Scottie runs over, opens the refrigerator, and
takes out a Sierra Mist. “Can you believe this, Dad?” he blurts out just before guzzling down
his drink. This would all be just too amazing, right?
What would you conclude by all this? Could these circumstances have come about by sheer
chance? It would seem that someone had to have known we were coming and designed the
cabin, the music, game, and drinks with us in mind.
While this fantastic cabin discovery is just a story, the reality is that Planet Earth is even
more amazing and fantastic. As with the cabin illustration, it is as if someone carefully
prepared our world exactly with us in mind. Certain laws of nature rest within very
narrowly defined parameters that allow humans to exist here.
Scientists conservatively estimate there are at least 18 physical laws that work in perfect
harmony in order for the universe and Planet Earth to be suitable for complex life. For
example, there are the laws of gravity, conservation of energy, thermodynamics, strong
nuclear forces, electromagnetic forces, and so on. If any of these laws varied ever so
slightly, life would not be possible in our universe.
Consider the strong nuclear force. This is the force that holds the nuclei—centers—of
atoms together. The protons and neutrons of the atom within the nuclei exchange
subparticles. The protons are then bound together by the strong force, even though their
positive charges would normally repel each other. And the atom stays intact.
To see one of the results of the strong force, take the sun’s production of nuclear energy. for
example. Our sun “burns” and produces energy to sustain Planet Earth by fusing hydrogen
atoms together. And when two such atoms fuse, 0.7 percent of their mass is converted into
energy. But what if the percentage of matter converted to energy was slightly smaller? If
the conversion was just 0.6 percent instead of 0.7 percent, the proton could not bond to the
neutron and the universe would consist only of hydrogen. There would be no Planet Earth
for us to inhabit, nor would there be a sun to warm it.
And what if the matter converted to energy was just a bit larger, say 0.8 percent? The
fusion would happen so quickly that no hydrogen could survive. And this would also mean
that life as we know it could not exist. Our universe is so fine-tuned that the tiny hydrogen
atoms, when fusing, must give up exactly between 0.6 percent and 0.8 percent of their mass
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in the form of energy!1 There are dozens of such examples that demonstrate that our
universe is finely tuned to an incredible degree. It is unthinkable that it originated “by
chance.” It is as if some Intelligent Agent prepared Planet Earth with a welcome sign that
said, “I made this specifically for you.”
Those who believe in the God of the Bible are not surprised by the discovery of the finetuning of the universe. In fact, this is exactly what we would expect to find if he exists. The
Bible says, “He (Jesus) sustains everything by the mighty power of his command” (Hebrews
1:3). The idea that “luck” or “chance” accounts for the creation of the world in all its
complexity and precision requires far more faith than believing that there is a Creator God
who prepared it just for us.
The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship. Day after day
they continue to speak; night after night they make him known. They speak without a
sound or word; their voice is never heard. Yet their message has gone throughout the earth,
and their words to all the world (Psalm 19:1-4).
The invisible God has given us proof of his existence within the known universe—in what
we can see with our eyes and reason out with our minds.
3. Isn’t it arrogant to claim that Christianity is the only true religion?
A major criticism leveled at Christians is that they have the arrogance to say Christianity is
the only true religion and the only way to obtain eternal life. That view seems annoyingly
exclusive and intolerant to most people. Consequently, most professed Christians in
America no longer claim that Christianity is exclusive. A 2008 Pew Forum survey among
Americans found that 65 percent of all professed Christians say there are multiple paths to
eternal life, with 80 percent of the respondents citing at least one non-Christian religion
that can lead to salvation.
Who Is Making the Claim?
So is it arrogant for a Christian today to claim he or she has the only true religion and the
only teaching that leads to eternal life? This may surprise you, but we think it does come
across arrogant to make the claim that one has the only true religion. It would be arrogant
of anyone to make that exclusive claim unless he or she was God. But the fact of the matter
is, Jesus, as the Son of God, did make the claim of being the only way to obtain eternal life.
And we as Christians can avoid coming across as arrogant by making it clear it was he who
made the “one way—one truth” claim.
Most of the religious leaders of Jesus’ time also thought he came across as arrogant for
saying what he said about himself. He claimed to be the Son of God who had existed
eternally, who could forgive sin and give eternal life.*And Jesus would have been not just
arrogant, but a deceiver, for making such an outlandish claim of exclusivity if he wasn’t
God—but he was. And he gave extensive evidence to substantiate his claim.
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Jesus fulfilled prophecies about God’s Chosen One (the Messiah), was born of a virgin, and
performed many miracles before he actually said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die like everyone else will live again. They are given
eternal life for believing in me and will never perish” (John 11:25-26). He could make this
seemingly arrogant declaration because he was the one and only Son of God, who could
back it up. Read these words of his: “Unless you believe that I am who I claim to be, you will
die in your sins” (John 8:24). “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the
Father except through me” (John 14:6).
It was Jesus who made the exclusive claim to be the only way to God—and for good reason.
No one else had the qualifications that a holy and just God would accept. Christ-followers
need to be careful not to assert that they have a corner on truth or are the ones who have
the only true religion. Rather, it is Jesus who is the way, the truth, and the life—his
followers are simply sharing his message. So as Christians we need to point the matter of
obtaining eternal life back to him. Our task is to spread the Good News about him. And we
are wise to share that news enthusiastically, yet humbly.
Of course people can be arrogant about the truth and be right. People can be arrogant
about the truth and be wrong. People can also be humble and be right; they can be humble
and be wrong. The important thing for us as Christians isn’t who wins the argument of who
is right or wrong. That is not the point. The important thing is that we challenge people to
consider Jesus for who he is and what he has to offer them. And we don’t need to shy away
from our belief that he is the only way. We can say as Paul did: “I am not ashamed of this
Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the
Jew first and also the Gentile. This Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight.”
(Romans 1:16-17).
4. How do we know that Jesus actually lived?
In recent years some people have questioned the actual existence of Jesus. Some claim that
the idea of a Savior was manufactured by certain people and it ended up becoming a
religion.
The problem with this thinking is that there are simply too many biblical and extrabiblical
writings that attest to the real person we know as Jesus Christ, who lived and died in the
first century.
An Untenable Idea
First, it is absurd to believe that in the first century thousands of people would devote
themselves to a person who never existed. By AD 100, about 65 years after Jesus had been
on earth, there were some 25,000 people who called themselves Christians—named after
Christ who they believed in. Many of these Christ-followers were persecuted not just by
governments but by family and friends. Some even gave up their lives as martyrs for this
person. Would so many people do this for a person who had never lived? And within200
years (AD 300) the faithful band of Jesus-followers grew to over 20 million. It is
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inconceivable that such a large following would have lasted had it been based on a
phantom Christ.
The Evidence of the New Testament
Of course we also have the reliable evidence of the New Testament, which records the life
and teachings of Jesus. Peter, one of his disciples, wrote a letter in the early 60sAD just
before his martyrdom under the Emperor Nero in AD 64 or 65. He writes, “We were not
making up clever stories when we told you about the powerful coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We saw his majestic splendor with our own eyes when he received honor and glory
from God the Father” (2 Peter 1:16-17). Peter was referring to the time he was present at
the Mount of Transfiguration, when Jesus was visited by Moses and Elijah. He was attesting
to the reality of Jesus as an eyewitness of his existence. We have 13 letters of Paul, four
Gospels, the book of Acts, and other New Testament books that attest to the historicity of
Jesus. Many of the writers of the New Testament wrote within a generation of Jesus’ life
and were either eyewitnesses to or familiar with eyewitness accounts of Jesus.
Evidence from Other Sources
But beyond the New Testament accounts there are those of “secular” writers—extrabiblical
writings that verify that Jesus the Christ did in fact live. For example, the historian Josephus
wrote The Antiquities of the Jews in AD 93. In book 18, chapter 3, paragraph 3, he writes,
“About the time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man…He
was the Messiah. When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by men of the highest standing
amongst us, had condemned him to be crucified, those who had in the first place come to
love him did not give up their affection for him.
Josephus also referred to “James, the brother of Jesus who was called the Christ.”
Pliny the Younger was one of the world’s great letter-writers. Ten volumes of his
correspondence have survived to the present. He wrote to the Emperor Trajan concerning
the Christians of his province in AD 112, revealing how a non-Christian viewed Christianity.
He writes about Christ-followers that “they were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed
day before it was light, when they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a god.”
Cornelius Tacitus, born about AD 56, became a Roman senator and is considered the most
reliable of ancient historians. In his Annals of AD 116 he makes statements about the death
of Christ as a historical fact. And many others, like Suetonius, another Roman historian (AD
120); Lucian of Samosata, a Greek satirist (AD 170); and Mara Bar-Serapion, a Stoic
philosopher (AD 70) confirmed in written history that Jesus of Nazareth lived and died.
5. Did Jesus really claim to be God?
Critics like atheist Richard Dawkins say it was overzealous followers of Jesus who made
him out to be a deity. Dawkins writes, “There is no good historical evidence that he even
thought he was divine.” These critics also point to the fact that Jesus referred to himself as
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the “Son of Man” not the “Son of God.” This, they say, proves he was actually making a claim
to be human, not deity. Is this true? Did Jesus never really claim to be the Son of God?
The Meaning of “Son of Man”
It is true that Jesus referred to himself dozens of times as the “Son of Man,” but this was far
from an admission of being just another human. His use of the words “Son of Man” can be
traced back to the book of Daniel. And when Daniel described the “son of man” in a vision, it
is far from a reference to a mere human. Daniel prophesied that he saw “a son of man
coming with clouds of heaven…[with] authority, honor, and sovereignty over all the nations
of the world…His rule is eternal—it will never end. His kingdom will never be destroyed”
(Daniel 7:13-14). This is not the description of a mere mortal.
Daniel’s “Son of Man” is a clear reference to a divine figure—the sovereign Lord whose
kingdom is eternal. To claim to be the Son of Man would actually be making a claim to
divinity. And this is precisely what Jesus was doing.
Jesus’ Assertions
Jesus also made it clear that he was God, and that assertion did not go unnoticed by the
religious leaders of the day. In fact, that claim was the very reason they tried to discredit
him and, eventually, the reason they worked to see him put to death: “So the Jewish leaders
tried all the harder to find a way to kill him. For he not only broke the Sabbath, he called
God his Father, thereby making himself equal with God” (John 5:18). Jesus went on to say,
“I assure you that the time is coming, indeed it’s here now, when the dead will hear my
voice—the voice of the Son of God. And those who listen will live” (John 5:25). Jesus made it
abundantly clear who he was.
On more than one occasion, Jesus’ clear assertion of his own deity caused his fellow Jews to
try to stone him. One time he told the Jewish leaders, “‘Your father Abraham rejoiced at the
thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”His listeners became indignant and shot
back, “‘You are not yet fifty years old,’ the Jews said to him, ‘and you have seen Abraham!’‘I
tell you the truth,’ Jesus answered, ‘before Abraham was born, I am!’ At this, they picked up
stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds” (John
8:56-59NIV). On another occasion, when Jesus said that he was one with the Father, the
Jewish leaders again picked up stones to kill him (see John 10:30-31). When Jesus asked
why they wanted to kill him, they retorted, “For blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim to be
God” (John 10:33).
Jesus’ claim to be God is also demonstrated in his authority to forgive sins. He told a
paralyzed man, “‘My child, your sins are forgiven’ and again the religious leaders reacted
with outrage. ‘What is he saying? This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!’” (Mark 2:57).
In the final hours before his death, Jesus made it clear—even to the Sanhedrin (the Jewish
high council)—just who he was: “The high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Messiah, the Son
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of the blessed God?’ Jesus said, ‘I am…’” In response to the proclamation, “they all cried, ‘He
deserves to die’” (Mark 14:61-64).
All that Jesus said and did confirmed his assertion and claim to be God in the flesh. That is
why his follower John declared, “In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was
with God, and the Word was God…the Word became human and made his home among us.
He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the
Father’s one and only Son.” (John 1:1,14)
6. Is there proof that Jesus rose from the dead?
Once a person dies, really dies, and is buried, there is no coming back. People just don’t rise
from the dead naturally. It is impossible without miraculous intervention. So is there proof
that a miracle took place–that Jesus was dead and then was bodily resurrected?
There is an abundance of evidence to support Jesus’ resurrection. Many good resources are
available on the subject. However, there are also a number of alternative theories that try
to explain the absence of Jesus’ body from his tomb. They include the “stolen-body theory,”
“the relocated body theory,” “the hallucination theory,” “the spiritual resurrection theory,”
and others. Each of these theories attempts to explain facts about which there is little
debate. The question is not whether those facts are true, but which theory best explains
them. We will consider three of those facts.
Fact 1: Jesus Died on the Cross
The evidence for Jesus’ death by crucifixion at the hands of the Romans is considerable:
1. All four Gospels report Jesus’ death.
2. The nature of crucifixion virtually guaranteed death. Crucifixion had been methodically
developed by the Romans to cause maximal pain over the longest possible time. Given
Jesus’ brutal whipping, the crown of thorns, the crossbar burden, and his being affixed to
the cross with nails or spikes, it is virtually certain he was dead.
3. The spear thrust into Jesus’ side, reported in the book of John, caused water and blood to
flow out, which is medical evidence that Jesus died. Many physicians have agreed that the
release of blood and water from such a spear wound is a sure sign of death.
4. Extrabiblical writers record the death of Jesus. These include Cornelius Tacitus (about
AD 55—120), who is considered by many to be the greatest ancient Roman historian; the
Jewish scholar Josephus (about AD 37–97); and the Jewish Talmud (compiled from about
AD 70–200).
Fact 2: The Tomb of Jesus Was Empty
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On Sunday after the crucifixion, Mary and the other women went to anoint the body of
Jesus. To their surprise, the tomb was open and the body was gone. There is good reason to
believe the tomb was actually empty as the women reported:
1. The disciples of Jesus did not go off to Egypt or China to preach the resurrection of
Christ; they went right back to the city of Jerusalem, where Jesus was crucified. Had the
tomb of Jesus been occupied, they could not have maintained the resurrection for a
moment.
You can be sure that if Jesus’ body hadn’t been resurrected, the religious and political
leaders of the day would have quickly and effectively quashed the rising sect of Christianity
by locating the corpse and wheeling it through the streets of Jerusalem. This would have
destroyed Christianity practically before it started. But this never happened, because Jesus
had bodily risen from the dead.
2. One of the most compelling evidences supporting the empty tomb story is this: It reports
that women first discovered the absence of Jesus’ body. In first-century Palestine, women
had low status as citizens or legal witnesses. Except in rare circumstances, Jewish law
precluded women from giving testimony in a court of law. So why would the disciples, if
they were contriving the story, have reported women as the first witnesses to the empty
tomb? Typically when people concoct a story to deceive others, they don’t invent
information that discredits it. The fact that the disciples include women as the first
witnesses to the empty tomb points to one thing—they were reporting the truth.
Fact 3: Jesus’ Disciples Sincerely Believed He Appeared to Them
Scholars agree that the early disciples sincerely believed that Jesus rose from the dead and
personally appeared to them. A convincing line of evidence can be found in 1 Corinthians
15:3-8, which is a short creed that records the death, burial, resurrection, and appearances
of Jesus to Peter, James, the 12 disciples, a group of 500 believers, and finally to Paul.
Even though the book of 1 Corinthians was written around AD 55, scholars believe the
short creed in chapter 15 predates the writing of the book itself. One reason is because at
the beginning of the creed Paul says, “I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received” (1 Corinthians 15:3NASB). In other words, Paul is passing on to the Corinthian
church what had previously been given to him. When did Paul receive the creed? Since Paul
first visited Peter and James in Jerusalem three years after his conversion (Galatians 1:1820), many critical scholars believe that Paul received the creed from them on this initial
encounter. This would date it to within five years after the death of Jesus. Historically
speaking, this is remarkably early evidence for belief in the death, burial, and appearances
of Jesus.
Examine all the alternative theories, and only one conclusion takes into account all the facts
and does not adjust them to preconceived notions. Christ’s resurrection from the dead is a
historical event caused by a supernatural act of God.
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7. Why did Jesus have to die?
The Bible says we have all sinned (Romans 3:23) and are in need of forgiveness. But why
did Jesus need to die to enable us to be forgiven by God? Isn’t that an extreme measure for
God to use in order to forgive people for making some bad choices?
Sin’s Role
To understand why Jesus had to die we must understand a little of what sin is and the
nature of God. We will summarize these two issues to place this question within a proper
context.
God is a relational God who is by nature perfectly holy (Isaiah 54:5 and Revelation 4:8) and
absolutely just (Revelation 16:5). Scripture says, “He is the Rock; his deeds are perfect.
Everything he does is just and fair” (Deuteronomy 32:4). Doing holy and just things isn’t
something God decides to do, it is something he is. He by nature is holy and just.
Because he is perfectly holy by nature he can neither sin nor be in relationship with sin.†
The Bible says of him, “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil, you cannot tolerate wrong”
(Habakkuk 1:13NIV). So God is a pure and holy God that never does wrong, and that is a
very good thing.
But as we stated, God is also just. “The Lord is just!” the Bible says. “He is my rock! There is
no evil in him!” (Psalm 92:15). “All his acts are just and true” (Daniel 4:37). It is this just
and holy God who recognizes evil for what it is and demands that sin be either eternally
separated from him or paid for in a manner that absolves the guilt of it.
What About Humans?
Now this is where we humans come in. The first human couple made a free choice to
distrust God and disobey him. This resulted in sin, and sin resulted in the couple’s
separation from a perfect, holy God—that is called death. So for Adam and Eve sin was a
choice. But for all their offspring, sin and death became a condition. “When Adam sinned,”
the Scripture says, “sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to
everyone, for everyone sinned” (Romans 5:12).
So what was God to do? He couldn’t have a relationship with humans as they were, because
of sin—that would violate his holiness and purity. He couldn’t overlook sin and say, “Oh,
that’s okay—I’ll let bygones be bygones.” That would violate his justice. But if he did
nothing humans would remain eternally separated from him.
God’s holiness couldn’t abide sin and his justice couldn’t overlook it. Yet his love couldn’t
stand by and do nothing. So he devised a masterful and merciful plan. But it would cost him
dearly—the death of his only Son.
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But why was Jesus’ death required? Couldn’t all of us simply perform some kind of penance
to achieve our forgiveness and satisfy God’s holiness and justice? Not in a million lifetimes!
Why? Because we are all spiritually dead to God. Our sin condition has rendered us dead,
and dead people can do nothing to remedy their condition.
That was the dilemma humans were in. That is why the Bible says, “When we were utterly
helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners” (Romans 5:6). No
amount of good deeds on our part is acceptable to God, because we are dead to him. That is
why only Jesus’ death would do. He was the “sinless, spotless Lamb of God” (1 Peter 1:19).
And when we place our faith in him “to take away our sins…God in his gracious kindness
[grace] declares us not guilty” (Romans 3:22, 24). “For God made Christ, who never sinned,
to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ” (2
Corinthians 5:21).
There was no way for God’s holiness and justice to be satisfied except for Jesus, God’s
sinless Son, to die for us. And because God’s perfect justice was satisfied, Jesus could do the
seemingly impossible—break the power of death over us. “Because God’s children are
human beings—” the Bible says, “made of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and
blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power
of the devil, who had the power of death” (Hebrews 2:14).
Jesus’ death and resurrection was indispensable for us to be made right with a holy and just
God. And because God wanted an eternal relationship with us so much he was willing to
pay such a high price. And that is when Christ’s eternal life becomes our inheritance, “for
his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. And since we are his
children, we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory” (Romans
8:16-17).
8. Is the Bible a product of God, humans, or both?
The Bible is said to be God’s Word—inspired by God or “God-breathed.” So was the Bible
dictated by him word-for-word to a select group of men—as if he were miraculously
guiding their pens to write out his words?*Or perhaps he gave certain men some
inspirational thoughts and gave them freedom to write their own interpretation of his
message. Which is it?
God’s Means
The Bible is God’s Word “breathed out” or spoken through his spokesmen. But the 40-some
authors of the 66 books of the Bible were not mindless dictation machines, so to speak. God
selected specific human authors with various backgrounds, different talents, select
educational training, and varied life experiences for a very good reason. He being infinite
wanted his Word to communicate clearly to finite humans. So he transmitted his thoughts
and words through different humans with different personalities, styles, and voices. He
chose shepherds, soldiers, prophets, poets, monarchs, scholars, servants, tax collectors,
fishermen, and tentmakers because each had a unique human experience enabling them to
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convey a tapestry of meanings we could all understand.
It’s as if God was composing a musical masterpiece using a 40-piece orchestra. Think of a
Master Maestro who has created a specific musical composition. He uses different
instruments for different purposes: the various drums set the rhythm, the trumpets call us
to action, the violins and cellos soothe us, the flutes lift our spirits, and so on. In the hands
of the Maestro the different and varied instruments produce a symphony of sounds that
move the mind, heart, and emotions of the hearer with the message of the music. In a
similar way, God used the different authors to impart his message clearly to us, no matter
who we are or how varied our human experience might be.
God’s Servants
Take the life experiences of King David. He started out as a shepherd, killed a giant, was a
musician, had his life threatened by Saul, became king, committed adultery, fought and won
wars, and so on. David knew what it meant to have ups and downs in life, and God used his
multifaceted human experiences to powerfully communicate his Word…using David’s
tender heart of devotion, his desire to serve, his failings and sin, and his deep passion to
know God intimately. There was King Solomon, gifted with insight and wisdom God chose
to speak through. The prophet Hosea had an unhappy marriage to an unfaithful wife. God
spoke through his life experiences to illustrate the unfaithfulness of Israel and God’s
unfailing and faithful love to his people.
The outspoken and overconfident disciple Peter actually denied Jesus. Yet in Peter’s first
letter (the book of 1 Peter) we have one of the greatest messages ever written on how to
maintain a life of devotion and holiness in the midst of temptation and suffering. As with
multiple musical instruments in an orchestra, God made use of the many and varied human
experiences of his spokesmen to craft what he wanted us to know in words that would
enable us to clearly understand his heart and mind.
Not only did God speak through spokesmen with varied human experiences, he also
expressed his Word in a number of literary styles and forms. At times, the Bible reads like a
novel, and at other times like a book of rules and regulations. The Scripture moves from the
mournful laments of Jeremiah to the exalted poetry of Isaiah and the Psalms. The Bible uses
this wide range of literary forms to communicate clearly to its human audience. God’s Word
is full of narratives, parables, allegories, metaphors, similes, satire, and hyperbole.
Because God spoke his words through humans, the Scripture is textured with varied
literary forms and styles and the different human perspectives, emotions, and cultures of
his spokesmen. In so communicating, God captures the full character of those he spoke
through, from the tight-knit logic of a scholar (Paul, in his epistles) to the priestly
perspective of a theologian (the writer of Hebrews) to the poetic talents of a musician
(David in the Psalms) to the despair and agony of a people (Jeremiah in Lamentations).
Each book of Scripture is presented through the lens of its human spokesman yet still
conveys the exact message God wants us to receive.
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So in one respect, we can say the Bible is a product of both God and humans. Yet its writing
was supernaturally guided and divinely superintended to convey precisely what God wants
to communicate. Therefore it is rightly called the Word of God.
9. Why does God allow suffering?
This world is full of suffering and pain, and God does allow it. And while we may
understand to a point why God had to allow suffering, why doesn’t he end it now? Why has
he allowed it to continue so long? That is a troubling question.
A perfect and holy God created a perfect world. He “looked over all he made, and he saw
that it was excellent in every way” (Genesis 1:31). Yet not for long. Because of free will,
humans had a choice of God’s way or their way. They chose their way, and sin and evil
entered the world. The perfect paradise God had created was destroyed. And from that
moment forward—multiplied thousands of years—hunger, disease, hatred, wars, and
untold heartache has plagued the human race. It is true God has promised to redeem those
who trust in his Son for salvation and to restore creation back to his original design. But
why is God taking so long to correct the tragic mess humans have made of this world?
A Difficult Question
We confess that we cannot satisfactorily explain why God has allowed suffering for as long
as he has. We agree with agnostic Bart Ehrman that the question “Where is God in all this?”
which we mentioned in the previous chapter, is a valid one, even though we disagree with
his answers and conclusions.
But why God is taking so long to end pain and suffering is truly a perplexing question. Over
2500 years ago Habakkuk, a prophet of Judah, had the same question. He lived at a time
when Judah was violent and wicked, and many innocents suffered. The prophet asked,
“How long, O LORD, must I call for help? But you do not listen! ‘Violence is everywhere!’ I
cry, but you do not come to save. Must I forever see these evil deeds? Why must I watch all
this misery?” (Habakkuk 1:1-3). It appeared to Habakkuk that God was ignoring the
problem of pain and suffering.
Job had a similar complaint. He had a large stock of animals that were stolen, and all his
farmhands were killed. His house was destroyed and all of his children died. He contracted
a terrible case of boils from head to foot. And as he sat in misery scraping his running sores
with broken pieces of pottery, the only comfort and advice he got from his wife was, “Curse
God and die” (Job 2:9).
Instead, Job cursed the day he was born and asked, “Why is life given to those with no
future, those destined by God to live in distress?...I have no peace, no quietness. I have no
rest; instead, only trouble comes” (Job 3:23,26). He could not understand why God would
allow such suffering for those without a future.
King David had his questions for God too. He was misunderstood, mistreated, and betrayed,
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and he suffered at the hands of his enemies. He cried out, “O LORD, how long will you forget
me? Forever? How long will you look the other way? How long must I struggle with anguish
in my soul, with sorrow in my heart every day?...Turn and answer me, O LORD my God!”
(Psalm 13:1-3).
What is God’s answer? Why doesn’t he stop the madness? Today in the twenty-first century
violence is everywhere. Life is also given to those with no real future. We see the misery
and hopelessness of the starving and broken. Where is God? Why does he let it go on?
Even Jesus Asked Why
One final question before we offer an answer. Jesus, who was very God and very man, also
had a question. He knew he was to suffer and die a cruel death for the sins of the world. Yet
just before his crucifixion he prayed, “My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be
taken away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine” (Matthew 26:39). It is not
strange that on a human level Jesus didn’t want to suffer. It is clear that he was struggling
with the knowledge that he would experience great pain and suffering. Humanly he didn’t
want to endure the torturous death of the cross—yet he would do it for his Father.
And hours later Jesus asks perhaps the most perplexing question of all time. While he is
hanging on the cross, dying a hideous death, he musters the strength to ask, “My God, my
God, why have you abandoned me?” (Matthew 27:46). What a question to come from the
Son of God to his Father! Jesus was actually quoting Psalm 22:1, where King David asked
that question. David followed up that question with, “Why are you so far away when I
groan for help? Every day I call to you, My God, but you do not answer. Every night you
hear my voice, but I find no relief” (Psalm 22:1-2).
It is as if Jesus spoke on behalf of the entire human race with this question: “Why, God, have
you abandoned us?” It was as if his cry was amplified to echo back to the expulsion of the
first couple from the Garden of Eden and forward to the end of time, asking, “Why don’t you
do something about this now?”
God Desires More Relationships
We don’t know if or how God answered his Son on the cross. The questions of Habakkuk,
Job, and David were left unexplained. Search all of Scripture and you will find very few
answers. The apostle Peter suggests that God is waiting for more people to come to him.
“The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise to return,” Peter says. “No, he is being
patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to perish, so he is giving more time for
everyone to repent…the Lord is waiting so that people have time to be saved” (2 Peter 3:9,
15).
It’s true that the longer God waits to return, the more people are coming to him. Studies by
Operation World reported by the book Perspectives shows that by 1887, after 100 years of
Christian missionary work around the world, there were 3 million Protestant converts out
of a world population of a billion and a half. Today, over 100 years later, those numbers
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have dramatically changed.
Christianity may have declined as a proportion of the West’s population, but this is not so
in other major population areas of the world. For example, in 1900 there were 8 million
Christians in Africa; by 2000 there were 351 million. Christianity has now become the
major religion across sub-Saharan Africa. In 1900 there were 22 million Christians in Asia;
by 2005 there were around 370 million. From 1900 to 2000 evangelicals grew in Latin
America from about 700,000 to over 55 million. And more Muslims are turning to Christ in
the Middle East than at any other time in history. The 2006 Operation World report
summarized it thus: “Evangelical Christianity is currently the fastest growing religious
movement in the world today. Evangelical growth represents more than double the growth
rate of the next closest religion (Islam) and more than triple the world’s population growth
rate.”
Does this mean that as long as the earth is being populated and people are coming to Christ,
God will wait to bring an end to it all? We don’t know. But God does, and it seems clear he
has simply chosen not to fully explain why he has allowed evil, suffering, pain, and death to
last as long as it has.
Listen to what God said to Habakkuk. “Look around at the nations; look and be amazed! For
I am doing something in your own day, something you wouldn’t believe even if someone
told you about it” (Habakkuk 1:5). Yes, he had a plan then and he still does. He had a reason
for doing what he was doing, he just wasn’t going to explain it all to Habakkuk. Sure—God
could explain to us today why there is suffering and why he is taking centuries to
accomplish his ultimate goal of “reconciling the world to himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19). He
could explain why he hasn’t yet recreated this world as a place where “there will be no
more death or sorrow or crying or pain” (Revelation 21:4). But he has chosen not to explain
it to us. Yet that doesn’t mean we don’t have an answer.
Focusing on God Himself
It seems that God gave Habakkuk understanding of how he wanted him—and all of us—to
respond. Rather than trying to figure out the details of his plan, God wants us to focus on
him as a person. He told Habakkuk that these things I plan won’t happen right away. Slowly,
steadily, surely, the time approaches when the vision will be fulfilled. If it seems slow, wait
patiently, for it will surely take place. It will not be delayed. Look at the proud! They trust in
themselves, and their lives are crooked; but the righteous will live by their faith (Habakkuk
2:3-4).
There it is: God wants us to trust in him personally even if we don’t understand his plan.
Job finally got the same message—that he was to put faith in the person of God. Job said to
him, “I know that you can do anything, and no one can stop you. You asked ‘Who is this that
questions my wisdom with such ignorance?’ It is I—and I was talking about things I knew
nothing about, things far too wonderful for me” (Job 42:2-3). And how did he come to the
conclusion that God’s ways and his plans were beyond his comprehension? By knowing
God the person. “I had only heard about you before,” Job said, “but now I have seen you
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with my own eyes” (Job 42:5). His focus was no longer on a plan, but in a person whom he
trusted to know what he was doing.
King David understood the message that he was to live by faith in the person of God too.
Right after he asked God, “Why have you abandoned me?” he declared, “Yet you are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel. Our ancestors trusted in you, and you rescued
them…they trusted in you and were never disgraced” (Psalm 22:3-5). Read the entirety of
Psalm 22 and you will find David got the message. He may not have understood why God
delayed in making all things right, but he believed he was good and knew what he was
doing.
And while Jesus as God knew that his suffering was the only solution for sin, suffering, and
death, he modeled for us what we must do—place our faith and trust in God, who does all
things right in his right timing. Peter said, “God called you to do good, even if it means
suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his
steps. He never sinned, nor even deceived anyone. He did not retaliate when he was
insulted, nor threaten revenge when he suffered. He left his case in the hands of God [he
kept entrusting himself to God] who always judges fairly (1 Peter 2:21-23).
We may not understand God’s plan, but we can trust in his person. He is faithful and just
and always judges rightly. And he is always with us. Jesus said, “I am leaving you with a
gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t
be troubled or afraid” (John 14:27). He prayed to his Father to send us his Spirit—the Holy
Spirit to guide us, comfort us, and be with us no matter what happens. Jesus said, “Be sure
of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
10. How can a loving God send people to Hell?
Many people think it just doesn’t seem right that God would condemn some people to a
fiery place of damnation. God is love, and eternally punishing people doesn’t quite fit with
that, right? So how can a loving God send people to hell?
To begin, it would be helpful to understand where God is thought to be sending people. The
majority of Americans believe in a place called hell. Many consider it a place of eternal
punishment of “fire and brimstone”—like a fiery torture chamber. But is this what hell is—
an eternal furnace of sorts where people are tortured forever? Just what is it?
Clarifying the Words of Scripture
To understand the teaching of Scripture we must understand when words are used literally
or figuratively. If we don’t, we can easily misunderstand the teaching. Jesus referred to hell
as a place where there is fire, which normally produces light (Luke 9:48). At the same time
he referred to it as a place of “outer darkness” (Matthew 22:13). It seems reasonable that
these words are figurative. If a literal meaning were attached to them, darkness and light
from fire would cancel each other out. Jesus often used metaphors in his teachings, and
here we believe he was giving a word picture of the indescribable nature of hell.
Top Ten FAQs about God

16

Hell is better understood by what is not there. Paul describes it as a place “away from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power” (2 Thessalonians 1:9NASB). Try to
imagine a place away from the God of relationships. A place without him is a place without
relationships, without love, without joy, peace, beauty, satisfaction, contentment,
acceptance, affection, fulfillment, laughter, and everything else that is called good. That
would be hell—literally. A place void of all that God is would be a place of eternal
aloneness—a place called hell. We believe that the “outer darkness” Jesus referred to
describes this complete absence of relationship. And this eternal aloneness would be the
source of indescribable anguish.
Likewise, we believe that the metaphor of eternal fire to describe hell suggests the
decomposition of the soul. It describes a never-ending disintegration of all that is good in a
person. Truth is, we are living souls that are becoming something. We are either becoming
a person who is unselfishly loving God and others, which is real life, or we are selfishly
loving ourselves, which is real death. Pastor, apologist, and author Tim Keller provides
insight into this concept:
Even in this life we can see the kind of soul disintegration that self-centeredness creates.
We know how selfishness and self-absorption leads to perceiving bitterness, nauseating
envy, paralyzing anxiety, paranoid thoughts, and the mental denials and distortions that
accompany them. Now ask the question: “What if when we die we don’t end, but spiritually
our life extends on into eternity?” Hell, then, is the trajectory of a soul, living a selfabsorbed, self-centered life, going on and on forever.
Jesus warned us that self-centered living would end in loss. “If you try to keep your life for
yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life. And how
do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose or forfeit your own soul in the process?”
(Luke 9:24-25). A self-centered life is like existing as a living dead person.
God’s True Desire
Hell then is a place absent of relationship, which is absolute aloneness. Hell is a place of
perpetual disintegration of the soul into greater and greater self-centeredness. It is hard to
imagine the anguish of such a place—the absolute aloneness of the living dead. Yet is a
loving God sending people to that place?
Scripture makes it clear that God “does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants
everyone to repent” (2 Peter 3:9). He loves the whole world and died that we might
experience his presence and all the joy and goodness that brings. But he will not force us to
love him and enjoy a relationship with him. So actually, God doesn’t send people to hell;
they make a free choice to reject him. He forces no one into a relationship with him. And his
giving humans free choice has opened up consequences that can be extremely negative.*
And when people choose to serve themselves instead of serving God, they ultimately
choose a place void of relationship and full of self—a place called hell.
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C.S. Lewis said, “All that are in hell choose it…The door to hell is locked on the inside.”
People make the choice to serve themselves because it is uncomfortable for them to serve
God and others. Heaven—where God resides—is a place of perpetual worship and service
to him (see Revelation 4). A person who has chosen a self-centered life would not tolerate
heaven.
Hell is not where God wants anyone to end up. He won’t force them to choose him in order
to have an eternity of joy with him. He simply offers himself as their salvation from an
eternity without him. “I am the resurrection and the life,” Jesus says. “Those who believe in
me, even though they die like everyone else, will live again. They are given eternal life for
believing in me and will never perish” (John 11:25-26).
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